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There are no translations available.

O cbnsul geral do Reino Unido em Barcelona, 2002-2005, Geoff Cowling, deu uma licao a
deputada do PP no Congresso espanhol, Cayetana Alvarez de Toled, num artigo no Financial
Times. A
a deputada tinha condenado no mesmo jornal na semana anterior 0os processos que Escocia e
Catalunha tém em andamento para recuperar sua soberania nacional.

A deputada acusou o governo cataldo de distorcer os fatos histéricos neste 300 centenario da
gueda de Catalunha no fim da Guerra de Sucessao europeia. Vale a pena lembrar, escreve no
Financial Times

Geoff Cowling,

que Catalunya era efetivamente unma nacao independente no final de 1714 .

0 Catalunya nao se uniu [ voluntariamente a Espanha, foi brutalmente conquistada, [
afirmou o diplomata.

Veja o texto completo escrito por Geoof Cowling:

British consul Geoff Cowley called the 11 September 2013 250 mile human chain across
Catalonia “colossal and extraordinary.”

Spain is increasingly desperate about suppressing the demand of Catalans to vote and is
now interfering in the Scottish referendum. An article in the Financial Times by the PP
MP Marchioness Cayetana Alvarez de Toledo, full of lies on Scotland and of course
Catalonia -standard fare in Madrid- is forcefully taken apart by the former British consul
in Catalonia Geoff Cowling:
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"The article by Cayetana Alvarez de Toledo, "Europe cannot afford to give into the separatists”
deserves comment. It is wrong to describe the Scottish independence referendum as "a grave
challenge from regional separatists." Scotland is not a region. It is a nation in its own right within
the United Kingdom. The Scottish and English parliaments were joined in an Act of Union in
1707. It is the democratic right of the people of the Scottish nation to vote for the repeal of that
act if they so wish. Catalonia too is a nation as defined by the Estatut, an act passed by the
Spanish parliament in 2006. To describe both nations as tribes betrays a colonialist mind. The
UN is quite clear on the rights of nations: "All peoples have the right of self-determination. By
virtue of that right they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic,
social and cultural development.” For the European Union to "confront separatism" to "unmask
the hypocrisy of nationalism" and "play the legal card of the EU treaties" against Scotland and
Catalonia would be to tread on very controversial ground. The article accuses the Catalan
government of distorting historical facts in this 300th anniversary year of the fall of Catalonia at
the end of the War of the Spanish Succession. It is worth recalling that Catalonia was effectively
an independent nation until 1714. During that war, Catalonia was allied with England under the
Treaty of Genoa of 1705 and fought for the Habsburg cause against the Bourbon Spain. When
the British government withdrew its support for the Habsburgs and signed the treaty of Utrecht
in 1713, Catalonia fought on alone. It took a one-year siege by a combined French and Spanish
Bourbon army to break Barcelon's defences which fell on 11 September 1714. Thousands of
defending Catalans were killed in the siege and in the retribution which followed. Catalonia's
ancient parliament, its identity, language and culture were crushed. Large parts of Barcelona
were razed to the ground. Catalonia did not voluntarily join Spain, it was brutally conquered.
Catalonia was treated little differently during the Spanish Civil War when Barcelona was
bombed by Franco's rebel air force, killing 1,300. Catalonia's elected President Lluis Companys
was forced to flee into France. He was extradited and shot by Franco in 1940 at Montjuic Castle
overlooking Barcelona. Lluis Companys remains the only incumbent president in Europe ever to
have been executed. No apology or posthumous pardon has been given. Catalonia remembers
these historical facts -they are not "imaginary historical grievances." On its National Day (La
Diada) on 11 September 2012, one and a half million Catalans filled Barcelona's streets waving
the Catalan Senyera flag and calling for independence. On La Diada last year they formed a
250-mile independence human chain from the French border to Valencia. The independence
movement is deeply rooted in Catalan society, fuelled by every rebuff from Madrid. Like
Scotland's, Catalonia's parliament has a majority in favour of an independence referendum. The
Westminster parliament has given Scotland the right to decide its future. In contrast, the
Spanish parliament in Madrid refuses to debate Catalonia's request. Democracy is not feared in
the UK -it is embraced. Democracy should not be feared in Spain either."

("Catalonia's very real grievances," by Geoff Cowling, Financial Times, 26 February 2014)
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Espanya tem la democracia catalanaper Geoff Cowling, consol britanic a Catalunya
2002-2005 00

El consol britanic Geoff Cowley descriu la cadena humana de 400 kms al llarg de Catalunya
com “colossal i extraordinaria.”

Espanya, creixentment desesperada de no poder suprimir la demanda catalana de votar,
ara interfereix en el referendum escoceés. Un article al Financial Times per la diputada del
PP, la marquesa Cayetana Alvarez de Toledo, ple de mentides sobre Escocia i
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evidentment Catalunya -com és habitual a Madrid- ha estat desmuntatis de dalt a baix
per lexconsol britanic a Catalunya Geoff Cowling:

"L'article de Cayetana Alvarez de Toledo, "Europa no es pot permetre el luxe de cedir als
separatistes" exigeix una resposta. Per comencar és erroni descriure el referendum sobre la
independéncia d'Escocia com "un greu desafiament dels separatistes regionals." Escocia no és
una regio, sind una nacié per dret propi al Regne Unit. Els parlaments escocesos i anglesos es
van unir en l'acte d'uni6é de 1707. Votar per derogar I'acte és un dret democratic del poble que
compon la nacio escocesa si aixi ho desitja. Catalunya també és una nacio tal com ho defineix
I'Estatut, llei aprovada pel Congrés espanyol el 2006. Descriure les dues nacions com tribus
denota una mentalitat colonialista. L'ONU és molt clara sobre els drets de les nacions: "Tots els
pobles tenen el dret de lliure determinacié. En virtut d'aquest dret determinen lliurement la seva
condici6 politica i persegueixen lliurement el seu desenvolupament economic, social i cultural.
Trepitja terrenys molt polémics quan demana que la Unié Europea "s'enfronti al separatisme”
per a "desemmascarar la hipocresia del nacionalisme jugant la carta legal dels tractats de la
UE" contra Escocia i Catalunya. L'article acusa la Generalitat de distorsionar els fets historics
en aquest 300¢ aniversari de la caiguda de Catalunya en el final de la Guerra de Successio
Espanyola. Val la pena recordar que Catalunya era efectivament una nacié independent fins
1714. Durant aquesta guerra Catalunya es va aliar amb Anglaterra en virtut del Tractat de
Geénova de 1705 i va lluitar per la causa dels Habsburg contra I'Espanya borbonica. Quan el
govern britanic va retirar el seu suport als Habsburg i signa el Tractat d'Utrecht de 1713
Catalunya va seguir lluitant sola. Va caldre un setge d'un any per part d'un exércit borbonic
francés i espanyol combinat per trencar les defenses del Barcelona que van caure I'11 de
setembre d
e 1714. Milers de defensors catalans van morir en el setge i en les repressions posteriors.
L'antic parlament de Catalunya, la seva identitat, la seva llengua i la seva cultura foren
esclafades. Grans zones de la ciutat van ser arrasades. Catalunya no es va unir voluntariament
a Espanya, sin6 que va ser brutalment conquerida. Catalunya va ser igual de maltractada
durant la Guerra Civil espanyola quan Barcelona era bombardejada per I'aviacio rebel de
Franco, matant a 1.300. El president democrartic de Catalunya Lluis Companys es va veure
obligat a fugir a Franga. Va ser extradit i afusellat per Franco el 1940 al Castell de Montjuic amb
vistes a Barcelona. Lluis Companys segueix sent I'Uinic president en exercici a Europa que mai
hagi estat executat. Cap disculpa o perdd postum ha estat facilitada. Catalunya recorda
aquests fets historics -que no sén de cap manera "greuges historics imaginaris." En el seu Dia
Nacional (La Diada) I'11 de setembre de 2012, un milié i mig de catalans ompliren els carrers
de Barcelona onejant la bandera catalana, la senyera, demanant la independéncia. En la Diada
de l'any passat es va formar una cadena humana per la independéncia de 400 kms des de la
frontera francesa fins al Pais Valemcia. EI moviment d'independéncia esta profundament arrelat
en la societat catalana, impulsat per cada nou menyspreu de Madrid. Igual que Escocia, el
Parlament de Catalunya disposa d'una majoria a favor d'un referéndum sobre la independéncia.
El Parlament de Westminster ha donat a Escocia el dret a decidir el seu futur. En canvi el
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Congrés espanyol de Madrid es nega a debatre la peticié de Catalunya. EI Regne Unit no tem
la democracia, sin6 que l'abraca. Tampoc Espanya hauriua de témer la democracia."

("Catalonia's very real grievances," per Geoff Cowling, Financial Times, 26 febrer 2014)
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